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CONFERENCE OVERVIEW

OBJECTIVES
At the end of this one day conference attendees will walk away with the tools and 
education they need to face the challenge of protecting the children and youth trusted 
to their care. A panel of nationally recognized experts in the field will address the 
conference. Attendees will learn: how education and training can help the establishment 
of the appropriate boundaries that should exist between adult and child; the ability to 
recognize when those boundaries are being breached, and the tools and means 
available to any organization involved in the care and protection of children and youth.  
They will learn what they need to do before hiring or selecting volunteers to work with 
children and youth. And finally, they will leave with a knowledge of what is needed to 
effectively prosecute the offenders.

At the completion of this conference, the participant should be better able to:
• Define child sexual abuse and identify its impact on a child and a community.  

• Recognize behaviors that may indicate inappropriate 
relationships.

• Understand the resources available in the selection process of 
employees and volunteers.

• Comprehend the incalcuable impact that bad hiring or volunteer 
decisions will have on their organization.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
Any agency or organization that has the trusted care of children and youth:

• Attorneys, law enforcement officers and juvenile court staff.

• State departments (DCFs) dealing with licensing, placement, and other areas of 
child supervision.

• Medical professionals.

• School Boards, Clergy, coaches, psychologists, counselors and social workers.

• Foster organizations, other caregivers and students interested in preventing child 
sexual abuse.

• Human Resource Professionals in youth serving organizations.

ABOUT THE SPONSOR
SingleSource has been providing background screening to companies, not-for-profits, 
and other organizations across the United States for over sixteen years.  The desire to 
seek ways to prevent access to children by those who would do them harm is a major 
goal of this Jacksonville Beach based company and bringing together this conference is 
the beginning of achieving that goal.

 All programs are intended to be accessible to all persons. If you have a disability and                
!require assistance to fully participate in the conference activities, please contact      
! ! Staci Watkins at swatkins@singlesourceservices.com to discuss your needs. 

mailto:staciwatkins@singlesourceservices.com
mailto:staciwatkins@singlesourceservices.com
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Keynote Speaker
Dr.  Gene Abel is the Director of 
Research at Abel Screening, Inc.,  a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d b o a r d - c e r t i f i e d 
psychiatrist  and is considered by 
many  of  his colleagues to be the 
leading psychophysiology  researcher 
in child sexual abuse in the United 
States. Dr. Abel is a Clinical Professor of  Psychiatry, 
who was for many  years a professor and researcher 
at Columbia University  School of  Medicine,  and 
currently  teaches at both Morehouse School of 
Medicine and at Emory  University  School of 
Medicine. 

Abel has directed six National Institute of  Mental 
Health (NIMH) research projects and has published 
over 130 medical articles in scientific  journals. 
Through these federal research projects he has 
uncovered new information to help prevent  child 
sexual abuse. Dr. Abel was honored with the 
Society  for Sex Therapy and Research Masters and 
Johnson Award, The Association for the Treatment 
of  Sexual Abuser’s Significant Achievement Award, 
and The National Adolescent Perpetrator Network’s 
Award for Outstanding Research. 

Robin Jenk ins Ph .D . ,  Ch ie f 
Operating Officer (COO) of  the North 
Carolina Department of  Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency  Prevention.  
For the past 10 years he has served 
as the Execut ive D i rec tor o f 
Cumberland County  CommuniCare 
Inc.,  a community  based nonprofit that provides and 
supports prevention / early  intervention for at-risk 
children and their families through community-based 
collaboration.  Jenkins graduated with a Doctorate 
in Psychology  and a concentration in Human 
Resource Development and Community  Psychology 
from North Carolina State University.  He is a 
member of  the American Psychological Association, 
the American Evaluation Association; the Coalition 
for Juvenile Justice; and the Society  for Community 
Research. 

R. Leslie Nichols, AIA, CPP is the 
Vice President Club Safety & 
Design at the Boys & Girls Clubs of  
America (BGCA).  BGCA and its 
affiliate organizations serve 4 
million school-age children, after 
school at 4,000 facilities located in 
50 states, Native American reservations and U.S. 
military bases here and abroad.  Mr. Nichols 
promotes best practices in child safety on such 
diverse subjects as:  staff screening, child abuse, 
bullying, workplace violence, technology risks, 
transportation safety, aquatic safety, sports injuries, 
building security, health hazards and other topics.  
Mr. Nichols has been on staff at BGCA since 1994.  
He is a Certified Protection Professional through the 
American Society for Industrial Security.  

Stacy Pendarvis, MSW, MA is program manager 
for The Monique Burr Foundation for 
Children,  Inc.  Pendarvis has more 
than 15 years experience working for 
a variety  of  agencies in child and 
family  services and child abuse 
prevention. She is essential in 
implement ing the Foundat ion’s 
bullying and child abuse program, 
Speak Up Be Safe™ to all elementary  school 
children in the state of  Florida by  2015. Pendarvis is 
also a Social Work Instructor for the University  of 
North Florida.

Robin McGinnis,  M.S.W., is the 
founder and CEO of  Alternative 
Behavior Treatment Centers (ABTC) 
and has been working in the mental 
health field for over 35 years in both 
the private and public  sectors. 
Alternative Behavior Treatment 
Centers (ABTC) provides evidence-
based treatment for sexually  abusive juveniles 
across the continuum of  care. Ms. McGinnis has 
assisted Dr.  Abel with a research protocol currently 
being funded by  First Nonprofit Insurance Company 
and together they  have developed the training 
course – Better Boundaries.

Nora Harlow is CEO of  Abel 
Screening,  Inc., and cofounder, along 
with Dr. Abel of  the Child Molestation 
Research & Prevention Institute, a 
national, science-based, nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the primary 
prevention of  child sexual abuse. She 
is the author of  a book on child care, 
Sharing the Children (Harper & Row), and co-
author, with Gene G. Abel, M.D., of  a book on the 
primary  prevention of  child sexual abuse called The 
Stop Child Molestation Book: What Ordinary People 
Can Do In Their Everyday Lives to Save Three 
Million Children.

The Rev. Alicia Schuster Weltner, 
C a n o n f o r C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Development  & Ministry, directs the 
programs for exploring ordained 
vocations to the priesthood and 
diaconate in the Diocese of  Atlanta, in 
cooperation with the bishop and the 
Commission on Ministry.  

Chuck Hagele, MBA, is the 
Executive Director of Project PATCH, 
a non-profit ministry aimed at 
restoring troubled youth and building 
stronger families.  Since 1987, has 
worked at youth camps, pastored, 
and mentored youth.He spent the last  
nine of those years serving at Project PATCH in 
various positions including youth ranch 
administrator, chief operations officer, and his 
current role as executive director. 
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